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M E LT O N  B O TA N I C  G A R D E N S

Melton Botanic Garden is one of the key areas of passive open space within 

the municipality.  The 'Botanic Garden' is approximately 26 hectares in size 

and is located to the east of the Melton town centre, between Lakewood 

Boulevard and Collins Road.  Ryans Creek flows through the Garden and 

feeds the large waterbody, referred to as Darlingsford Lake, which is located 

in the south of the garden.  The southern boundary of the garden is bounded 

by the Western Freeway. 

The idea to create the Melton Botanic Garden was instigated by the local 

State MP and  a group of Melton residents.  The intention was to develop a 

botanic garden that would become a drawcard and education facility for 

both the local community and visitors from the surrounding region.  

The Botanic Garden was officially gazetted in February 2011. In accordance 

with the Botanic Gardens of Australia and New Zealand Collections and 

Planning Toolkit (2005) the Melton Botanic Garden was proposed to align 

with the following definition; “gardens open to the public, which grow plants 

for public enjoyment, scientific, horticultural, conservation, or educational 

purposes, and which have local, national or international roles”.

Town Centre Park was identified as the location for the future botanic 

garden and the Shire of Melton passed a motion at the Council Meeting of 

24 October 2005 stating: 

•	 Council supports the botanical gardens theme within the Town Centre 

Park subject to the Friends of Melton Botanic Garden (FMBG) group 

presenting to Council for approval a design and financial funding 

options available to sustain the initiative. 

INTRODUCTION
•	 Council officers continue discussions with the FMBG group in relation to 

future concept designs and dedicated space within Town Centre Park. 

What the masterplan update does and does not do… 

We are updating the existing the master plan. It is not a full-scale review 

involving re-evaluation of the master plan and production of a fully updated 

master plan. Our focus is on four main aspects: 

•	 Reviewing the current master plan recommendations and identifying 

any deviations, 

•	 Refining and evolving recommendations that could be more ambitious, 

•	 Identifying recommendations that are considered to no longer be 

suitable, and 

•	 Identifying gaps in master plan recommendations. 

The updated Master Plan includes an updated high-level landscape plan  

representing the structure and functions of the Botanic Garden, as well as 

clear directions for what is intended, and actions to guide implementation.  

For more complex areas of the Garden, such as the Garden Education 

Centre,  additional detail may be shown or described to ensure that the 

planning intention is clear. Such recommendations will require more detailed 

planning and design as they progress toward implementation. These will be 

future projects and processes, some of which will have associated community 

engagement. The substantive recommendations of the current masterplan 

remain relevant and important and will be continued. 

The masterplan does not: 

•	 Identify maintenance responsibilities or standards of maintenance. 

•	 Update the Memorandum of Understanding between the FMBG and 

Council

The process so far… 

We have reviewed the existing master plan and various relevant plans, 

policies and strategies. We have also talked with relevant internal (Council) 

teams and visited and walked the Garden. This has informed a high level 

analysis and preliminary recommendations for the masterplan – as a  draft 

for discussion. 

A diagrammatic representation of the recommendations is provided in the 

following short report. We have identified the key recommendations of the 

current master plan that are supported to be carried forward and continued. 

Our aim is to prompt conversations about how the masterplan can guide the 

best possible outcomes for the Garden and the community that it serves. 

Where to from here… 

The review has been ongoing for some time and has involved the FMBG 

group as a key stakeholder of the Botanic Garden, having been the deliverer 

of the development of the gardens. The process from here will involve: 

•	 Engagement with the broader community to understand their particular 

issues and needs and display of the illustrative masterplan.

•	 Request for submission from the public and stakeholders.

•	 Further masterplan revisions as appropriate in response to submissions .

•	 Referral to Council of the final updated masterplan. 
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Land Art 
Mounding to provide a buffer, particularly along the highway edge could be designed by an 
artist to provide beauty and form to this edge.  These forms can achieve good visual scale 
and impact while reducing noise.  These can be grassed and mown, planted out and left 
unmown, incorporate large boulders as a design element or provide for a combination of 
these, depending on the mounding design. 

Mounding can also define an area for performances: creating either an amphitheatre with 
spectators seated around and viewing down onto the performance; or a mounded sound 
“shell’ providing protection for the performers.  

Once a design has been agreed the major expense is in earthmoving equipment to form and 
compact earth and then plant out the area. 

MELTON BOTANIC GARDEN 
SHIRE OF MELTON 
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Study Area Map. 
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Classification framework
The open space classification framework is an agreed system that allocates open space, based on land and activity use within the City. 
Various open space types possess different values, functions and settings. Open space can be assessed in terms of its existing and likely 
future function (classification) and its role (hierarchy) within that function. The classification system is detailed in the table below. 

Table 2. Open space classification framework

Core function and 
purpose

Classification Hierarchy Description

Passive 
recreation
Provides a setting 
for informal play 
and physical activity, 
relaxation and  social 
interaction

Passive recreation 
open space

 � Local (core)
 � District (core)
 � Regional (core)

Provide a range of passive recreation activities in a predominately 
informal setting. The sites can also contribute to the amenity and 
environmental values of the City

 � Linear1 (non-core) Long and narrow interconnected open space that can contain natural 
creek lines and associated riparian vegetation. Linear reserves can 
also play an important secondary role providing cycle and pedestrian 
pathways, and values consistent with other open space categories

 � Encumbered1 

(non-core)
Encumbered open space is often associated with areas for stormwater, 
drainage and utility infrastructure. However, it can also add value 
to the core open space network through provision of pedestrian 
connections and enhancing visual amenity

Active recreation
Provides a setting 
for formal structured 
sporting activities

Active recreation 
open space

 � District (core)
 � Regional (core)

Sites predominately used for active or competitive recreation including 
grassed or synthetic playing fields and courts

 � Specialised active 
(non-core)2

Open space provided for sporting activities where the nature of the 
sport precludes the easy transfer of use to an alternative sport, or the 
nature of the activity precludes free, unrestricted access to members 
of the public, or where the land and facility requirements result in 
provision of high level provision of sport (e.g. large stadia)

Environmental 
protection
Provides a setting 
where biodiversity is 
the primary purpose 
of the reserve 

Environmental 
open space

 � Environmental1 

(non-core)
Reserves that contain biodiversity features of local, regional, state 
or federal significance. As the primary use of the open space is 
for environmental protection, the area is likely to be significantly 
encumbered and may preclude unrestricted public access.

The reserve may provide a natural backdrop to a neighbourhood and/
or recreation opportunities as a secondary function

1 The development of environmental and linear open space is generally not a planned approach. Rather, the specific land characteristics dictate that 
open space parcels should be developed or preserved in a particular manner. It is noted that whilst encumbered land is required for other purposes 
(i.e. drainage), it can have a significant recreation and amenity benefit to the community and should be recognised as such (yet not substituted for 
unencumbered open space). 

2 Specialised active sport is not considered core open space as the nature of the sport precludes the easy transfer of use to an alternative sport; or 
the nature of the activity precludes free, unrestricted access to members of the public; or where the land and facility requirements result in high level 
provision of sport (e.g. stadia).

Current open space provision
Melton City Council’s open space network includes approximately 
300 open spaces as well as large areas of land for environmental 
and stormwater management purposes. Across the City, there is 
more than 1,000 hectares of Council-managed open space. From 
environmental areas, sporting grounds and recreation parklands to 
small local parks and creek-side linear open space opportunities, 
the open space network is an essential element in delivering and 
enhancing the quality of life for residents and visitors.

City-wide open space supply
An assessment of the existing supply of open space has been 
undertaken for the City as a basis for beginning to assess future 
demand. This assessment is based on the ‘2015’ population and 
the existing supply of open space across the City. The open space 
network has been broken down into core and non-core open space. 
This split helps to show those types of open space that can be 
planned for (and may be sought through a precinct structure plan 
(PSP)) - referred to as core, and the other open spaces that, while 
they provide a valuable benefit to the community, are not necessarily 
central to the active and passive recreation needs of the City of 
Melton’s residents and visitors - referred to as non-core. The core 
open spaces are the focus of the Open Space Plan.

3.2 Open space provision

Classification:

Hierarchy: 

Reserve area: 

Formal activities:

Informal activities:

Botanic Garden 

Regional Passive Recreation Open Space

23 hectares

Recording of plant collections in the Garden 

Garden tours

Nursery 

Weddings

Ceremonies

Walking/running

Playspace

01
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STRATEGIC CONTEXT

Reserve Overview

Existing Users

Relevant strategic plans and policies

MELTON BOTANIC GARDEN
April 2009 
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4.2 Open space provision
These maps highlight the current and proposed open space provision at a City-wide level.
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1. Introduction
1.1 Purpose 
A successful open space network is the result of considerable 
planning and an understanding of local influences (climate; 
geography; social, culture and political capacity). Therefore, 
this Open Space Plan (The Plan) is based on foundations that 
consider and embrace these matters. It has been developed 
giving thought to what is known about the City’s open space, an 
understanding of local people’s preferences to different open 
space types and functions, Council’s (and the community’s) 
capacity to deliver the infrastructure and the State’s preferences 
and guidelines for planning for open space.

Melton City’s approach to open space planning is framed by 
the legislative and policy environment for Victoria, Metropolitan 
Planning Authority and Melton City Council.

Strategic issues such as population growth, compact living and 
sustainability goals have been considered. The community’s 
aspirations and expectations in regard to open space have also 
been paramount in the development of this Plan.  

1.2 Scope
The Plan focuses on public open space. Natural areas, including 
state-owned conservation lands, have been considered for their 
current role in providing for nature-based recreation, however, are 
not assessed for future (land) provision as its primary purpose 
is for conservation and preservation (not active or passive 
recreation). This Plan does not provide detailed analysis of 
each individual Council reserve or detailed operational actions1, 
however, it acts to provide strategic guidance on key identified 
issues from the open space network. 

Information contained within this Plan is based on an audit and 
assessment of the City’s open space network, and is a snapshot 
in time only. This information is accurate as at May 2015. Any 
open space developments or data updates since this time have 
not been taken into account. 

The Open Space Plan is presented as two documents - a 
Background Report and the Plan. The Background Report 
provides the reader with contextual understanding, while the Plan 
provides a summary of the open space classification framework, 
open space analysis and actions. 

1 Addressed in Council’s Review of Parks and Reserves (2013) 
Toolern Creek Linear Reserve

Melton 
City       
Council

Open Space Plan 2016-2026

February 2016

Melton Botanic Garden Masterplan 

(Melton City Council, 2009)

Open Space Plan 2016-2026

(Melton City Council, 2016)



Depot and 

nursery. 

The sensory 

garden is often 

used to support 

school tours for 

children with 

disabilities.
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Darlingsford. 
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good condition.
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weddings, 
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informal car 

park allowing 

for up to 16 cars.
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based theme 

throughout.

Public toilet in 

good condition.

There are 2 

shelters with 

picnic facilities 

near the lake.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 



Primary Path Network

The construction of the formal paths are now being referred to as the 

primary path network or the Botanic Trail. 

Secondary Path Network

This Master Plan identified a range of informal path connections that 

delineated themed garden areas.  

Themed Gardens

The FMBG has constructed a range of themed planting beds and 

spaces throughout the Garden. The extensive collection of plants 

in these areas require specialised management and horticultural 

knowledge.

Public Toilets

The public toilets were delivered in 2012 and are centrally located 

along the Botanic Trail. The toilets were used as a canvas for a mural 

depicting the Map of Indigenous Australia.   

Playspace

The playspace was constructed in 2023 as a result of a successful 

grant application from the Growing Victoria’s Botanic Garden fund. 

This was located near to the toilets and picnic area to create  long stay 

social hub within the Garden.

Darlingsford Lake

The lake is the responsibility of Melbourne Water and has been 

routinely stocked with fish by Victorian Fisheries Authority. The 

development of the Melton Botanic Garden has resulted in a greater 

environmental focus on the lake and surrounds. Council is working with 

relevant authorities to reduce the reliance on the lake for fishing and is 

exploring alternative locations to support and promote such activities. 

Timber Boardwalk and Viewing Deck

The boardwalk and viewing deck has not yet been constructed.  

Melton Botanic Garden Centre

The development of a business case for the Melton Botanic Garden Centre 

was recommended to determine the purpose, scale, users and future funding 

sources for the centre. It was always anticipated that funding for the delivery 

and operation of the centre would not be the responsibility of Council.

Botanic Garden Centre Car Park

The delivery and scale of the car park is linked to the Melton Botanic 

Garden Centre and may be delivered separately to address the 

car parking shortfall. 

Children’s Garden

The Children’s Garden has not yet been delivered. 

Sculptural artwork

Sculptural elements have been 

removed from the Master Plan 

based on Council's updated 

Public Art Policy.

Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee 

Plantation

A federal government initiative 

provided funding to the FMBG 

to plant 500 trees, resulting in 

plating of an avenue of trees 

along the Collins Road. This 

was not included on the 2009 

Masterplan. 

M E LT O N  B O TA N I C  G A R D E N S
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Construct boardwalk and viewing deck along the northern 

edge of Lake Darlingsford to further enhance the playspace 

and rest area for visitors.

Construct Children’s Garden associated with the Melton 

Botanic Garden Centre in consultation with the FMBG.

Investigate car parking at the Garden Centre and Lake 

Darlingsford. 

Submit the Botanic Garden Centre business case and 

feasibility study to support future grant or partnership 

funding  opportunities .

Allocate funding for the review and implementation of the 

Melton Botanic Garden Signage Development Plan. 

Undertake lighting assessment as part of Lighting Strategy.

Install seating approximately every 250m along the primary 

shared path.

The following recommendations are not shown on the plan as final 

locations will be determined as part of detailed design.

M E LT O N  B O TA N I C  G A R D E N S

UPDATED MASTER PLAN 
KEY ELEMENTS Sealed Primary Path

Granatic Sand Secondary Path

Maintenance Track

Bridge

Garden Bed

Indigenous Plantings

Remenant Vegetation

Water Body

Recreation and Rest Area

Public Car Park

LEGEND:
Sealed Primary Path

Granatic Sand Secondary Path

Maintenance Track

Bridge

Garden Bed

Creekside Vegetation

Remenant Vegetation

Water Body

Recreation and Rest Area

Public Car Park

Debot and Nursery

Playspace

Picnic Shelter

Public Toilets

Future Botanic Centre

Public Vehicle Access

Maintenance Vehicle Access

Site Boundary

LEGEND:

Depot and Nursery

Playspace

Picnic Shelter

Public Toilets

Future Botanic Centre

Amphitheatre 

Public Vehicle Access

Maintenance Vehicle Access

Site Boundary
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Arboretum NE

Biodiversity 
Reserve
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Eucalyptus 
Arboretum SW

Western Australian 
and South Australian

Southern Africa

Bushfoods

Victorian Volcanic 
Plains Garden

Lake Walk

Bird Sanctuary Island

Lake Walk

Califorian, Central & South 
American Succulents

Wetland

Wetland

Mediterranean

Acacia Walk

Eucalyptus 
Arboretum SE

Indigenous 
Grasslands

Indigenous 
Grasslands

Mixed Garden 
Beds North

Indigenous 
Peoples Garden

Botanic Trail
Eastern Australian 
Dryland Garden

Sensory Garden
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Continue to support the FMBG in their endeavour to develop the Garden in line with 

the updated Master Plan. 

Review the Memorandum of Understanding to determine roles and responsibilities 

associated with the management, development, refurbishment, maintenance and 

operation of the Melton Botanic Garden in conjunction with the  FMBG.

Support the FMBG in the management and recording of the extensive collection of 

plants throughout the Garden. 

M E LT O N  B O TA N I C  G A R D E N S

SUPPORTING THE FRIENDS OF MELTON 
BOTANIC GARDEN GROUP
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